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Silver Linings 
 
 

Write to: 
SILVER LININGS 
c/o PSWR OFFICE 
2401 N. Lake Avenue 
Altadena, CA 91001 
 
Editor: Ed Linberg 
 
Editor’s Phone Number: 
909-392-6688 
 
Editor’s E-Mail address: 
emlinberg@earthlink.net 
 
        ___________________ 
 
We’re on the Web!  

VISIT US AT: 

DisciplesPSWR.org/OAM 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

    HOW TO RECOGNIZE AND PREVENT FINANCIAL SCAMS 
 
  The October 13, 2018 edition of Savvy Living, a publication which comes to your 

Editor courtesy of the weekly mailings provided by the Development Office of Chapman 
University, had a very helpful article about financial scams designed to take advantage of, 
as well as the money of, Sr. Adults. It is reproduced below with gratitude to David Moore 
and Lindsey Jacobs who head up Chapman’s Development Office. 

 
  A reader of Savvy Living posed this question to Jim Miller, who writes this 

periodical: “Can you provide some tips on how to protect seniors from financial scams? 
My 76-year-old aunt was recently swindled out of $25,000 and I want to make sure my own 
mother is protected.” In response Miller wrote the following paragraphs. 

 
  “Financial scams that target the elderly continue to be a huge problem in the U.S. 

In fact, it is estimated that one in five Americans over the age of 65 are scammed out of 
roughly $36 billion every year. Here are some tips that can help you spot a scam and 
protect your mother. 

 
  Recognizing a Scam.  Spotting a scam, or a con artist, is not always easy. The 

most common scams targeting seniors today, come in the form of tricky and deceitful 
telemarketing calls, internet scams, free-lunch seminars selling dubious financial 
products and endless junk mail peddling free vacation packages, sweepstakes, phony 
charity fundraisers and more. In addition, there is the ongoing problem of identity theft, 
Medicare and Social Security fraud, door-to-door scams and credit card theft. 

 
  To guard against a scam, you may want to help your mother manage her finances, 

or at least monitor her accounts. Reviewing her financial statements each month can 
alert you to questionable checks, credit card charges or large withdrawals. You could 
also consider a service like EverSafe, which will automatically monitor your mother’s 
accounts, track suspicious activity and alert you and your mother if it detects a problem. 
If, however, your mother does not want you looking into her financial records, there are 
other things to watch for that might indicate that she is being targeted by a scammer. For 
example: Is she getting a lot of junk mail for contests, free trips and sweepstakes?  Is she 
receiving calls from strangers offering awards or moneymaking deals? Also, be aware if 
her spending habits have changed, or she has complained about being short of money 
lately. All these things may be signs that she is being targeted. 

 
  Protect Your Mom.  The most effective way to help protect your mother is to alert 

her to the different types of scams going on today. To help you with this, the National 
Council on Aging maintains a list of the ‘Top 10 Financial Scams Targeting Seniors’ at 
NCOA.org/economic-security/money-management/. Also, see AARP’s Fraud Watch 
Network at this address: AARP.org/money/scams-fraud and sign up to receive scam alert 
emails from the Federal Trade Commission at FTC,gov/scams. 

 
  In addition you should remind your mother to never give out her personal 

information, Social Security number or financial information unless she initiated the 
contact and knows the institution. Also, see if your mother 
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(How to Recognize and Prevent Financial Scams continued) 
 
would be willing to let you sort her mail before she opens it, so you can weed 
out the junk. To reduce the junk mail and/or email she gets, use the Direct  
Marketing Association consumer opt-out service at DMAchoice.org.  To stop 
credit card and insurance offers, use the Consumer Credit Reporting industry’s 
opt-out serve at DMAchoice.org. To stop credit card and insurance offers, use 
the Consumer Credit Reporting Industry opt-out service at: OptOutPrescreen.com, 
or call 888-567-8688. 
 
 You should also register your mother’s home and cell phone numbers on the 
National Do Not Call Registry DoNotCal.gov, 888-382-1222 to reduce telemarket- 
ing calls. To stop robocall scams on her landline phone, check out Nomorobo, 
and if she uses a smartphone, she may want to install Hiya, a free app that al- 
lows users to block callers. You may also want to get a free copy of her credit 
report at AnnualCreditReport.com to make sure she is not a victim of identity 
theft. 
 
 REPORT IT.  If you suspect your mother has been scammed, report it to her 
local police, her bank, if money has been taken from her account, and her 
State’s Adult Protective Services agency that investigates reports of elderly 
financial abuse. Call the Eldercare Locator at 800-677-1116 to obtain the  
agency contact number in her area.” 
 
THE MUSIC OF CHRISTMAS IS COMING SOON 
 
 Just about every congregation which has a choir, plans special music to be 
presented during the seasons of Advent and Christmas. In addition to what  
your congregation is presenting sometime during December, most of the 
larger congregations, i.e. the so-called mega churches have special musical 
programs that are open to the public. Two that your Editor and his wife have 
attended in the past were performed at the Purpose Church, formerly First 
Baptist Church, Pomona, and the Evangelical Free Church, known as “EV Free” 
for short, in Fullerton/Brea. A call to either one of these churches, or to  mega- 
church in your area, will provide you with information about their special 
musical programs leading up to Christmas. 
 
 Also, colleges in the area usually have wonderful special concerts in  
advance of their holiday breaks. Your Editor and his wife have been delighted 
with the concerts provided by Chapman University, including both orchestral 
and vocal performances several times in the past. We have also thoroughly 
enjoyed the annual “Feast of Lights” presented by Redlands University in early 
December and the Wassail Dinner presented by Mt. Sac. Community College 
in Walnut, though tickets for these two events are not likely to be available after 
November 1. Phone calls to these named institutions, or to ones in your imme- 
diate area, will provide you with up-to-date information on dates and times of 
concerts, as well as the availability of tickets. Also don’t forget about the many 
Community-based Choral Organizations in So. Cal. that host Xmas concerts! 

Featured Hymn 
   
“Let all things now 
living a song of 
thanksgiving to God 
our Creator trium-
phantly  raise, who 
fashioned and made 
us, pro- tected and 
stayed us, by guiding 
us on to the end of 
our days. God’s 
banners are o’er us, 
pure light goes 
before us, a pillar 
of fire shining forth 
in the night: till 
shadows have 
vanished, all 
fearfulness ban-
ished as forward we 
travel from light 
into Light. 
 
By law God en- 
forces. The stars in 
their courses, the 
sun in its or-bit 
obediently shine; the 
hills and the mount-
ains the rivers and 
fountains, the 
depths of the ocean 
proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be 
voicing our love and 
rejoicing with glad 
adoration, a song 
let us raise; till all 
things now living 
unite in 
thanksgiving, to God 
in the highest, 
hosanna and praise.” 
 
This text was 
written by Kath-
erine K. Davis. The 
tune is a Welsh folk 
melody, which has 
been arranged by 
the hymn writer. it’s 
#717 in the Chal-ice 
Hymnal. Check it 
out.  you’ll be glad 
you did. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
  
 




