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    TAKING SOCIAL SECURITY EARLY? 

People are eligible to take Social Security beginning at age 62. Many finan- 
cial advisors suggest it’s better to wait until one’s full retirement age, or even aft- 
er, to begin receiving monthly payments from Social Security. 

The obvious reason for waiting is that the longer one waits to take his/her 
Social Security benefits, the greater they will be. Each month you defer, from your 
62nd birthday to your 70th birthday, your benefits increase. Cumulatively that 

Tadds up to around 6% to 8% in increased benefits every year you delay. Despite 
this, 58% of men and 64% of women claim their benefits before reaching full 
retirement age, which is currently 66 for those born between 1943 and 1954. 

L However, “speeding up the clock” isn’t always a bad idea. Here are some instan- 
ces where it may make sense for you to collect your benefits early. 

1) You need the money. If you’re retired, or about to retire, and you do not 
have enough savings or pension to cover your living expenses you’ll probably need 

toto start early. If you decide to work while collecting your benefits, beware of the 
earnings test. For example, if you claim your benefits early and you don’t reach 66 
this year, you’ll forfeit $1 for every $2 your earn over the limit of $15,720 in 2016. 
It makes sense to take your benefits early, if your income is below the limit. 

2) You have poor health. Having a serious medical issue that may shorten
your life is another reason to start your benefits early. Consider the “break-even 
point.” That’s the age you need to reach to come out ahead by claiming Social 
Security early. It’s 78 for someone who claims his/her benefits at 62 versus wait-
ing to 66. If you think you won’t reach 78, claim your benefits early. If you have 

r dependents who will need your benefit, you may want to hold off because starting 
early will reduce their survivor benefits when you die. 

3) You’re the lower-earning spouse. If you are married and your income is
much less than that of your spouse, you could take the benefit early while your 

hihigher-earning partner delays taking his/her benefits. This increases your current 
income, while the higher-earning spouse’s benefits grow, allowing the survivor’s 

b benefit to increase over time. 
4) Skeptical of Social Security. Many people are taking their retirement

benefits early because they are convinced that Social Security is going to go 
bankrupt. This is not a good reason to start collecting early. While the Social 
Security Trust Fund is expected to be insolvent around 2033--17 years hence--if no 
changes are made, that doesn’t mean there will be no more money for benefits. 
It means that the fund is no longer taking in enough money to cover all promised 
benefits. Thus monthly payments are likely to shrink by as much as 25%. But, if 
the thought of losing out on your benefits keeps you up at night, then it may be 
better to start claiming early instead of holding off for more money later on. 

To get more information about taking your Social Security benefits early, 
use the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s “Planning for Retirement Tool” 
Go to: consumerfinance.gove/retirement/before-you-claim. 
(Source of this information on Social Security is: Savvy Living, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, OK 73070. This article was orginally published on April  29, 
2016. You may contact Jim Miller, Editor, at the address listed above.)
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REMEMBERING: THE POWER OF STORY  
 Will iam G. Hoy is a leader in the field of grief ministry. In his  
April  28 issue of “Grief Connect,” an on-line newsletter, he writes  
about his experiences of visiting with the Luo people of western 
Kenya. He has discovered that these people l iving “in the midst of 
extraordinary poverty and disease, are teachers about how to dis- 
cover deep spiritual joy though the stories they tell.  
 Hoy reminds us that “throughout history, individuals and groups 
have used stories for describing history, teaching values and con- 
necting communities.” While we easily forget theories, formulas 
and other components of l ife’s experiences, we “rarely forget the 
truths that are borne on the wings of a story.” What are the benefits 
that emerge from stories in dealing with the experience of grief? 
Hoy suggests these four things. 
 1) Stories provide nuanced details of relationships. Hoy remem- 
bers, most vividly, the stories his father’s co-workers told him about 
his father at the funeral home visitation. They talked about his deeds, 
and his character, provided the gift  of detail  we had no other way to 
access. “These gifts were priceless in our grief.” 
 2) Stories are best told in supportive environments. Most people 
who are grieving try to share bits of their story, almost as if  uncon- 
sciously seeking approval to proceed. If  those hearing the stories 
invite the story teller to tell  more, they will  usually share more of 
their story, especially about the one for whom they are grieving. 
 3) Storytellers are their own best interpreters. Hoy says that 
he finds it  much more helpful to “be present” with people while 
they are finding meaning in their stories than to try to interpret 
their stories for them. A simple question like: “What do you find 
most significant about that story?” will  provide space for the 
storyteller to explore for himself/herself the meaning of the story. 
 4) Stories provide the best venue for celebrating values. What is 
passed on from one individual to another and from one generation 
to the next is not fundamentally the story. “Rather, what is passed  
on are character qualities and basic values like generosity, com- 
passion, courage, gratitude, friendliness, industry (hard work), 
and conviction.” When listeners point out these values, the story- 
teller will  share even more about the person being remembered. 
 
CALLING ALL SENIOR GOLFERS 
 Senior Golfers: Something new for YOU will  be part of the 2016 
Don Shelton Memorial Golf Classic set for Monday, September 19 at 
the San Dimas Canyon Golf Course in San Dimas, beginning at 11 
A.M. It’s a Longest Drive Contest for Seniors who are 60, or older. 
Mike Christman, a Senior Golfer from the Fullerton congregation 
Is the sponsor of this new contest. He’s tired of competing with the 
young guys who bomb the ball  300 yards+ from the tee. As usual,  
we’ll  have a prize for the Senior foursome with the lowest score. 
For more information, contact Ed Linberg at 909-392-6688. 

Featured Hymn 
 
For the season of  
Pentecost, you are 
invited to consider 
this hymn, “O Holy 
Spirit, Root of 
Life.” 
 
 
“O Holy Spirit, Root 
of life, Creator, 
cleanser of all 
things, anoint our 
wounds, awaken us 
with lustrous 
movement of your 
wings. 
 
Eternal Vigor, 
Saving One, you 
free us by your 
living Word, 
becomimg flesh to 
wear our pain, and 
all cration is 
restored. 
 
O Holy Wisdom, 
Soaring, Power, 
encompass us with 
wings unfurled, 
and carry us, 
encircling all, 
above, below, and 
through the 
world.” 
 
 
Chalice Hymnal, 
No. 251. The words 
were written by 
Jean Janzen, 1991, 
and are based on 
the writings of 
Hildegard of 
Bingen, 12 century. 
The tune is “Puer, 
nobis Nascitur,” a 
15th century hymn 
tune. You may know 
it better as the 
tune used for 
“Creator of the 
Starts of Night,” 
an Advent hymn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




