
Climate Change and The Need for a Green Chalice Movement  
in the Pacific Southwest Region 

 
WHEREAS, God has created the world with finite resources, giving to us the stewardship of the 
earth; 
 
WHEREAS, Christians have an ethical, spiritual, and moral obligation to address our 
stewardship of earth’s resources; 
 
WHEREAS, the impact of global warming, as currently understood by leading scientists and 
scientific communities around the world, as well as in reports of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and addressed by the Paris Agreement (L’accord de Paris), will 
continue to drastically and negatively alter God’s creation;  
 
WHEREAS, experts from diverse fields speak with an overwhelming sense of urgency stating 
that the window of opportunity to minimize the catastrophic effects of climate change is rapidly 
diminishing; 
 
WHEREAS, the impact of global warming is already having a disproportionate impact on those 
living in poverty, vulnerable populations, and those least responsible for the emissions of 
greenhouse gases; 
 
WHEREAS, the issue of climate change is not only an environmental issue, but a justice issue; 
 
WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has passed 
several resolutions addressing the Church’s response to climate change issues such as food 
sustainability, green events, and the creation of sustainable and sustaining communities;  
 
WHEREAS, Disciples Home Missions has begun to educate and empower congregations to 
take action by creating the Green Chalice movement; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Regional Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) of the Pacific Southwest Region, meeting in Fullerton, California, October 14 to 15, 
2016, encourage congregations and individuals to seek out educational resources regarding 
climate change and the many ways Christians can respond to this crisis; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Regional Assembly urge individuals and congregations to 
address climate change in their decisions and investments and in their advocacy efforts; and 
 
FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED that the Regional Assembly encourage the congregations of the 
Region to explore the Green Chalice movement of the General Church and prayerfully consider 
their ability to become Green Chalice ministries. 
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