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“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
Matthew 2:18 
 
As we woke this morning to the news of yet another senseless act of violence, the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) joins the cries of sisters and brothers across the country and around the world in 
lamenting the tragic loss of life at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church.  We grieve for the nine 
people whose lives were so senselessly taken while gathered to worship and study.  We mourn with 
their families, the members of the Emanuel AME Church, the greater community of Charleston, and all 
of those affected by this tragedy.   
 
As we mourn, we are also filled with outrage by this expression of hate and are frightened that this type 
of violence perpetrated against people of color is becoming more prevalent in our country.  As a nation, 
we assert that out of many we form one people.  The sad truth, however, is that we have not come as 
far as we at times proclaim.  The legacy of racial brokenness and division we have inherited and, at times 
failed to challenge, continues to plague our families, communities and nation.  While we are people of 
hope and faith, at times like this it is difficult to see God’s presence in our world.  We join the lament of 
the prophet Habakkuk, 
 
“O Lord, how long shall I cry for help,  
and you will not listen? 
Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ 
and you will not save?” 
Habakkuk 1:2 
 
As sisters and brothers who share a common humanity and common destiny, we commit ourselves, and 
call on all people of faith and good will, to work together in addressing hate and violence.  We ask God’s 
help to look at our own communities, to name the ways in which we divide ourselves along lines of race, 
ethnicity, religion, culture and class, and intentionally to seek networks of relationships that can help us 
grow in our vision of what it means to live in beloved community.   
 
 



 

 
 
May we not forget that together, we serve a God who loves all people and calls us to do the same.   
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