
PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
(Sense-of-the-Assembly) 

 
Whereas, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada is a 
movement for wholeness in a fragmented world, is shaped in holy covenant by the Decalogue 
(Exodus 20:13) which implores us not to kill; and 
 
Whereas, as a faith community seeking to be in covenant with one another, we work to do 
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8); and 
 
Whereas, we are called into service for mission and witness to all people (Matthew 28: 19-20); 
and 
 
Whereas, teachers are to maintain effective environments, in classrooms to support student 
learnings, critical thinking strategies, and collaborative groupings; and 
 
Whereas, the classroom teacher is to help students internalize self-discipline and class control, 
so that a safe environment is maintained, and that teacher-student interactions foster respect 
and care for each other; and 
 
Whereas, mass murders on school campuses are planned using operational details, predatory 
methodical executions, and copying the Columbine massacre of 1999; which according to law 
enforcement professionals is now identified as the Columbine Effect1; and 
 
Whereas, gun violence at schools has escalated and the number of deaths increased with each 
shooting; and 
 
Whereas, for the safety of our students at school, active shooter drills are implemented which 
include practicing hiding under desks, in closets, and lock-down drills, until an all-clear order has 
been issued by campus security and school administration; and 
 
Whereas, in the event of an actual campus shooting, lock-down procedures have been 
implemented and remain in place as the school grounds and perimeter are secured and 
protected by law enforcement in the air and on the ground; and 
 
Whereas, 187,000 persons have been impacted by school shooting, affecting some 193 
campuses2; and 
 

                                                
1 Mark Follman. “Trigger Warnings.” Mother Jones, November/December 2015, Volume 40 Number 6, 
pgs. 22-29. 
2 Cox, John Woodrow and Steve Rich. “Scarred by School Shootings.” Washington Post, March 21, 2018, 
updated March 25, 2018. https//www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/local/us-school-shootings-
history/ 
 



Whereas, seventeen school shootings have occurred in 2018, including the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School shooting, February 14, 2019 in Parkland, Florida. 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Pacific Southwest Regional Assembly of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) meeting in Fullerton, California, October 19-20, 2018, encourage 
congregations in the region to work with law enforcement institutions to promote alternatives to 
teachers having guns on their person or in their classrooms; and 
 
Be It Further Resolved that the congregations be encouraged to advocate for changes in the 
laws governing gun control, and support student led movement motivated by the Parkland 
shooting; and 
 
Be It Further Resolved that congregations, continue to prepare for midterm elections by having 
conversations, workshops, and briefings regarding gun control in their neighborhoods; and  
 
Finally, Be It Further Resolved that members of the Pacific Southwest Region of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) diligently and faithfully work to protect all of our children. 
 
Submitted by the following committees and ministries of the Pacific Southwest Region of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ): 
 

Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Committee 
Church in Society Committee 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 


